
Page 1 of 9 
 

ISM/SENIOR/SOCIAL SCIENCE/X/HISTORY/CH7/PRINT CULTURE/SEPTEMBER 2018          

INDIAN SCHOOL MUSCAT 
SENIOR SECTION 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SCIENCE 
CLASS: X- (2018-2019) 

HISTORY 
 

CHAPTER: 7:   PRINT CULTURE AND THE MODERN WORLD 
 

***Write answers to the following questions in your class note book- Q Nos: 10,11,15,18& 30*** 

1 Trace the earliest development of Printing technology in China from 594A.D. 
Ans: 

1. The earliest kind of print technology was developed in China, Japan and Korea. 
This was a system of hand printing.  

2. From AD 594 onwards, books in China were printed by rubbing paper against the 
inked surface of woodblocks. 

3. As both sides of the thin, porous sheet could not be printed, the traditional 
Chinese ‘accordion book’were made which was folded and stitched at the side.  

4. Text books for the civil service examination were printed in vast numbers under 
the sponsorship of the imperial state.  

5. From the sixteenth century, the number of examination candidates went up and 
that increased the volume of print.The Chinese Buddhist Missionaries also have 
contributed to the development of print. 

1/3/5 

2 Describe the development of print materials in urban China in the seventeenth century. 
OR 

How did the use of print diversify in the 17th Century China?(CBSE-2010-11) 
Ans: 

1. By the seventeenth century, as urban culture bloomed in China, the uses of print 
diversified. Print was no longer used just by scholar officials. 

2.  Merchants used print in their everyday life, as they collected trade information. 
3. Reading increasingly became a leisure activity. The new readership preferred 

fictional narratives, poetry, autobiographies, anthologies of literary masterpieces, 
and romantic plays. 

4. Many women began publishing their poetry and plays. Wives of scholar-officials 
published their works and courtesans wrote about their lives.  

5. Western printing techniques and mechanical presses were imported in the late 
nineteenth century as Western powers established their outposts in China.  

6. Shanghai became the hub of the new print culture, catering to the Western-style 
schools. 

1/3/5 

3 Discuss the development of printing in Japan. (CBSE-2012-13) 
Ans: 

1. Buddhist missionaries from China introduced hand-printing technology into Japan 
around AD 768-770. 

2. The oldest Japanese book, printed in AD 868, is the Buddhist Diamond Sutra, 
containing six sheets of text and woodcut illustrations. 

3 
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3. In Medieval Japan, poets and prose writers were regularly published, and books 
were cheap and abundant. 

4. In the late eighteenth century, in the flourishing urban circles at Edo (later to be 
known as Tokyo), illustrated collections of paintings depicted an elegant urban 
culture. 

4 How did the use of paper and print reach Europe? 
Ans: 

1. For centuries, silk and spices from China flowed into Europe through the silk 
routeand in the eleventh century, Chinese paper reached Europe via the same 
route.Paper made possible the production of manuscripts, carefully written by 
scribes.  

2. In 1295, Marco Polo, a great explorer, returned to Italy after many years of 
exploration in China. He brought the knowledge of Woodblock printing to Europe.  

3. Italians began producing books with woodblocks, and soon the technology spread 
to other parts of Europe, because handwritten works were expensive merchants 
and students in the university towns bought the cheaper printed copies.  

3 

5 Describe three short comings of manuscripts that were overcome by the printing press. 
OR 

Woodblocks printing became more and more popular in Europe. Give reasons. 
(CBSE-2013-14) 
Ans: 

1. The production of handwritten manuscripts could not satisfy the ever-increasing 
demand for books. 

2. Copying was an expensive, laborious and time-consuming business. Manuscripts 
were fragile, awkward to handle, and could not be carried around or read easily. 
Their circulation therefore remained limited. 

3. With the growing demand for books, woodblock printing graduallybecame more 
and more popular.By the early fifteenth century, woodblocks were being widely 
used in Europe to print textiles, playing cards, and religious pictures etc. 

3 

6 Describe how Johann Gutenbergdeveloped Printing Press technology? (CBSE -2013-14) 
Ans: 

1. Gutenberg was the son of a merchant and grew up on a large agricultural estate. 
From his childhood he had seen wine and olive presses. Subsequently, he learnt 
the art of polishing stones, became a master goldsmith, and also acquired the 
expertise to create lead moulds used for making trinkets.  

2. Drawing on this knowledge, Gutenberg adapted the existing technology to design 
his innovation. The olive press provided the model for the printing press, and 
moulds were used for casting the metal types for the letters of the alphabet. 

3. Johann Guttenberg developed the first –known printing press in the 1430s.By 
1448, Gutenberg perfected the system. The first book he printed was the Bible. 
About 180 copies were printed and it took three years to produce them. 

3/5 

7 Explain briefly the ‘Print Revolution’ in Europe. 
Ans: 

1. In the hundred years between 1450 and 1550, printing presses were set up in 

3/5 
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most countries.  
2. The second half of the fifteenth century saw 20 million copies of printed books 

flooding the markets in Europe.  
3. The number of printed books went up in the sixteenth century to about 200 

million copies. This shift from hand printing to mechanical printing led to the 
printrevolution. 

4. Print influenced the perceptions of people on religion, society and politics and 
opened up new ways of looking at things. 

5. Print created the possibility of wide circulation of ideas, and introduced a new 
world of debate and discussion. 

8 How did a reading public emerge in Europe in the place of a hearing public?  
OR 

 How did oral culture enter print and how was print material orally transmitted? Explain 
any three points.(CBSE- 2010-11) 
Ans: 

1. Printing Press reduced the cost of printing. With the printing press, a new reading 
public emerged. Books flooded the market, reaching out to an ever-growing 
readership. Access to books created a new culture of reading.  

2. Printed books could reach out to wider sections of people. If earlier there was a 
hearing public, now a reading public came into being. 

3. For the common people, the printers began publishing popular ballads and folk 
tales illustrated with pictures. These were read and recited at villages and taverns 
in towns. 

3 

9 “Not everyone welcomed the printed book, and those who did also had fears about it”. 
Comment. 

OR 
Why did some people fear the effect of easily available printed books? Support your 
answer with suitable reasons. 
Ans: 

1. Many were apprehensive of the effects that, the easier access to the printed word 
and the wider circulation of books, could have on people’s minds. 

2. It was feared that if there was no control over what was printed and read then 
rebellious and irreligious thoughts might spread. If that happened the authority of 
‘valuable’ literature would be destroyed.  

3. Expressed by religious authorities and monarchs, as well as many writers and 
artists, this anxiety was the basis of widespread criticism of the new printed 
literature that had began to circulate. Example: Martin Luther- Ninety Five 
Thesis,Menocchio-the Italian Miller& Erasmus –Adages (Refer TB-Pg: 160-161) 

3/5 

10 Point out the effect of print on the religion (Protestant Reformation) in modern Europe. 
OR 

 Why did Martin Luther say,” Printing is the ultimate gift of God and the greatest one.”?  
(Answer-Refer TB Pg-160)(CBSE-2014-15) 

3/5 

11 “The Roman Church began to maintain an Index of Prohibited Books from 1558.” Why?  
(Answer-Refer TB Pg-161) 

1/3/5 
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12 Study the Source A (Pg-161) and answer the following in Note Book. 
1. Who is the author of this source?  
2. Name the book in which the extract is published.  
3. Point out the author’s opinion about the printed books. 

1/3 

13 What were the new forms of popular literature in print that appeared in 17th century 
Europe to target new audiences?  (CBSE-2010-2011) 
Ans: 

1. Booksellers employed peddlers who roamed around villages, carrying little books 
for sale. There were almanacs or ritual calendars, along with ballads and folktales.  

2. In England, penny chapbooks were carried by petty peddlers known as chapmen, 
and sold for a penny, so that even the poor could buy them.  

3. In France, the ‘Biliotheque Bleue’, were low-priced small books printed on poor 
quality paper, and bound in cheap blue covers. 

4. Then there were the romances, printed on four to six pages, and the more 
substantial ‘histories’ which were stories about the past. 

5. Books were of various sizes, serving many different purposes and interests. 

1/3/5 

14 ‘Tremble, therefore, tyrants of the world! Tremble before the virtual writer!’ Who 
proclaimed and why? (CBSE-2012-13) (1+2=3) 

OR 
Why did people in 18th century Europe think that print culture would bring enlightenment 
and end despotism? Explain with example. 
Ans: 

1. Louise-Sebastian Mercier, a novelist in eighteenth-century of France proclaimed 
this. 

2. By the mid-eighteenth century, there was a common conviction that books were a 
means of spreading progress and enlightenment. Many believed that books could 
change the world, liberate society from despotism and tyranny, and herald a time 
when reason and intellect would rule. French Revolution. 

3. In many of Mercier’s novels, the heroes are transformed by acts of reading and he 
was convinced that the power of print would bring enlightenment and destroy the 
basis of despotism. So Mercier proclaimed: ‘Tremble, therefore, tyrants of the 
world! Tremble before the virtual writer!’ 

3 

15 “Many historians have argued that print culture created the conditions within which 
French Revolution occurred”.Analyse the above statement arguments in favour and 
against. (For Answer-Refer to TB Pg-163-164) 

3/5 

16 ‘Print did not directly shape their minds, but it did open up the possibility of thinking 
differently’. Explain the statement.  
Ans: 

1. There can be no doubt that print helps the spread of ideas. But the argument is 
that people did not read just one kind of literature. 

2. If they read the ideas of Voltaire and Rousseau, they were also exposed to 
monarchical and Church propaganda. They were not influenced directly by 
everything they read or saw. 

3. According to some historians the French revolutionaries accepted some ideas and 

3 
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rejected others. They interpreted things their own way. Print did not directly 
shape their minds, but it did open up the possibility of thinking differently. 

17 “The nineteenth century saw vast leaps in mass literacy in Europe, bringing in large 
numbers of new readers among children, women and workers”. Support your answer 
with suitable examples. 
Ans: 
Children: 

1. Production of school books became important for book publishing industry. 
2. A children’s press, devoted to literature for children alone, was set up in France in 

1857. 
3. Printing Houses published new and old stories and fairy tales targeting children, 

editing them and making then suitable for them. Example: Grimm Brothers 
Women: 

4. Women became important as readers and writers. Penny magazines were meant 
for women. 

5. The writing of 19th century defined women with will, strength of personality and 
power to think. 

6. Jane Austin, Bronte Sisters and George Eliot were prominent Novelists. 
Workers: 

7. Lending libraries became instrumental in reading culture of lower-middle class. 
8. Self educated middle class people wrote for themselves. 
9. Workers wrote political tracts and autobiographies in large numbers. 

1/3/5 

18 Describe the various innovations made in printing technology in the late 18th and 19th 
Centuries. (For Answer-Refer to TB Pg-166)(CBSE 2012-13,CCE-2015) 

1/3/5 

19 Point out the strategies developed by the printers to sell their products. 
Ans: 

1. Nineteenth-century periodicals serialized important novels, which gave birth to a 
particular way of writing novels.  

2. In the 1920s in England, popular works were sold in cheap series, called the 
‘Shilling Series’. 

3. The ‘dust cover’ or the book jacket is also a twentieth-century innovation.  
4. With the onset of the Great Depression in the 1930s, publishers feared a decline 

in book purchases. To sustain buying, they brought out cheap ‘paperback’ 
editions. 

1/3 

20 Analyse the importance of manuscripts in India before the beginning of the print.  
Ans: 

1. India had a very rich and old tradition of handwritten manuscripts in Sanskrit, 
Arabic, Persian, as well as in various vernacular languages. 

2. Manuscripts were copied on palm leaves or on handmade paper. Pages were 
sometimes beautifully illustrated. They would be either pressed between wooden 
covers or sewn together to ensure preservation.  

3. Manuscripts continued to be produced till well after the introduction of print, 
down to the late nineteenth century. 

4. Manuscripts were highly expensive and fragile. They had to be handled carefully, 

3/5 
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and they could not be read easily as the script was written in different styles. So 
manuscripts were not widely used in everyday life.  

5. Example:Pages from the Gita Govinda ofJayadeva,eighteenth century.This is a 
palm-leaf handwrittenmanuscript inaccordion format. 

21 Give a brief account of how print culture started in India?  
Ans: 

1. The printing press first came to Goa with Portuguese missionaries in the mid-
sixteenth century. 

2. Jesuit priests learnt Konkani and printed several tracts. 
3. Catholic priests printed the first Tamil book in 1579 at Cochin, and in 1713 the first 

Malayalam book was printed by them. 
4.  By 1674, about 50 books had been printed in Konkani and in Kanara languages. 
5. By 1710, Dutch Protestant missionaries had printed 32 Tamil texts, many of them 

translations of older works. 

 

22 Write a short note on‘The Bengal Gazette’.  
OR 

Explain did newspapers and journals in India influence print history from the 18 cent.  
(CCE-2014-15) 
Ans: 
James Augustus Hickey’s Bengal Gazette: 

 In 1778, William Augustus Hickey set up a printing press at a cost of two thousand 
rupees. The following year, on 29 January, 1779, he founded The Bengal Gazette. 
It was called 'The Hickey's Bengal Gazette' or 'The Calcutta General Advertiser' and 
consisted of two pages only.  

 It was not only the country's first newspaper to be printed in India, but was also 
the country's first English newspaper. It was run from Calcutta, the then capital of 
British India and was a weekly newspaper. Following the strict printing regulations 
imposed by Warren Hastings, the press was closed down and sold out in 1782.  

Gangadhar Bhattacharya’s Bengal Gazette: 
 Bengal Gazette was also the name of the first newspaper under Bengali 

ownership. It was brought out in 1818 and was published by Gangadhar 
Bhattacharya. Although it was mainly a Bengali paper, it did occasionally contain 
items in English and Hindi. 

 On 1 May, 1819, 'The Calcutta Journal,' edited by James Silk Buckingham, was 
transformed from a bi-weekly to a daily. It was the first daily newspaper of the 
subcontinent. 

1/3/5 

23 “Printed tracts and newspapers not only spread the new ideas, but they shaped the 
nature of the debate”. Explain the nature of intense controversies that existed between 
social and religious reformers and the Hindu orthodoxy.  

OR 
Explain the influence of Print on 19th century Indian society. 
Ans: 

1. Nineteenth Century in India was a period of intense controversies between social 
and religious reformers and the Hindu orthodoxy over matters like widow 

1/3/5 
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immolation, monotheism, brahmanical priesthood and idolatry. 
2. In Bengal, as the debate developed, tracts and newspapers proliferated, 

circulating a variety of arguments.  
3. To reach a wider audience, the ideas were printed in the everyday, spoken 

language of ordinary people. 
4. Ram Mohan Roy published the Sambad Kaumudi from 1821 and the Hindu 

orthodoxy published the Samachar Chandrika to oppose his opinions.  
5. From 1822, two Persian newspapers were published, Jam-i-Jahan Nama and 

Shamsul Akhbar. In the same year, a Gujarati newspaper, the Bombay Samachar, 
made its appearance. 

24 What was the role of Deoband Seminary in making use of printing press as a means for 
religious reform movement?  
Ans 

1. The Deoband Seminary, founded in 1867, published thousands of fatwas telling 
Muslim readers how to conduct themselves in their everyday lives, and explaining 
the meanings of Islamic doctrines. 

2. All through the nineteenth century, a number of Muslim sects and seminaries 
appeared, each with a different interpretation of faith, each keen on enlarging its 
following and countering the influence of its opponents.  

3. They used cheap lithographic presses, published Persian and Urdu translations of 
Holy Scriptures, and printed religious newspapers and tracts. 

3 

25 State how Print encouraged reading of religious texts in Hindu religion especially in 
vernacular language? 
Ans: 

1. Among Hindus, print encouraged the reading of religious texts, especially in the 
vernacular languages. The first printed edition of the Ramcharitmanas of Tulsidas, 
a sixteenth-century text, came out from Calcutta in 1810. 

2. By the mid-nineteenth century, cheap lithographic editions flooded north Indian 
markets. From the 1880s, the Naval Kishore Press at Lucknow and the Shri 
Venkateshwar. Press in Bombay published numerous religious texts in 
vernaculars. 

3. In their printed and portable form, these could be read easily by the faithful at any 
place and time. They could also be read out to large groups of illiterate men and 
women. 

3 

26 Point out the role of Raja Ravi Varma in spreading the print culture and also describe the 
new forms of publication that existed in India by the end of 19th Century. 

OR 
“By the end of the nineteenth century, a new visual culture was taking shape”. Discuss 
how? 
Ans: 

1. With the setting up of an increasing number of printing presses, visual images 
could be easily reproduced in multiple copies. 

2. Painters like Raja Ravi Varma produced images for mass circulation. The Ravi 
Varma Press printed paintings like ‘Raja Ritudhwaj Rescuing Princess Madalasa 

1/3 
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from Captivity of Demons’. 
3. Poor wood engravers who made woodblocks set up shop near the letter presses, 

and were employed by print shops.These prints began shaping popular ideas 
about modernity and tradition, religion and politics, and society and culture. 

27 How did the spread of print in India influence the following sections of the society? 
Explain briefly. 
Ans: 
Women: 

1. Lives and feelings of women began to be written in vivid and intense ways. 
Therefore, women’s reading increased in middle class families. 

2. Conservative Hindus believed that a literate girl would be widowed and Muslims 
feared that educated women could be corrupted by reading Urdu romances. 

3. Women writers in India wrote about women’s education, widowhood, widow 
remarriage, and national movement. 

4. A few Women writers were Rashundari Debi, Kailashbhashini Debi, Tara bai 
Shinde, Pandita Rama bai. 

 In East Bengal, in the early nineteenth century, Rashsundari Debi, a young 
married girl in a very orthodox household, learnt to read in the secrecy of her 
kitchen. Later, she wrote her autobiography Amar Jiban which was published in 
1876. It was the first full-length autobiography published in the Bengali language. 

 From the 1860s, a few Bengali women like Kailashbashini Debi wrote books 
highlighting the experiences of women – about how women were imprisoned at 
home, kept in ignorance, forced to do hard domestic labour and treated unjustly 
by the very people they served. 

5. In Punjab Ram Chaddha published fast selling book Istri Dharam Vichar.  
The Poor/ Workers: 

1. Very cheap books were sold in markets in 19th century, targeting the poor people. 
2. Public libraries set up in early 20th century, expanding the access of the poor to 

books. A few workers in cotton mills wrote their experience and published them. 
Eg; Kashi Baba, a Kanpur mill worker wrote ‘Chote aur Bade ka sawal’. 

3. Another mill worker wrote under the name ‘Sudarshan Chakr’, a collection called 
‘SACHI KAVITHAYEN’. 

Reformers: 
1. Printed tracts and essays used as a means to discuss caste  discriminations. 
2. Jyotiba Phule, the Maratha pioneer of low caste movement wrote his 

book‘Gulamgiri’. 
3. B.R Ambedkar in Maharashtra and E.V.Ramaswami Naicker wrote powerfully on 

caste. These all writings reached to the people through the print.  
4. Local protest movements also created a lot of popular journals criticizingthe 

ancient scriptures and envisioning a new and just future. 

1/3/5 

28 Explain how print culture assisted in the growth of nationalism in India after 1857? 
Ans: 

1. In 1878, the Vernacular Press Act was passed, modeled on the Irish Press Laws. It 
provided the government with extensive rights to censor reports and editorials in 

3 
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the vernacular press. 
2. Despite repressive measures, nationalist newspapers grew in numbers in all parts 

of India. They reported on colonial misrule and encouraged nationalist activities.  
3. The Govt. attempts to curb nationalist criticism provoked militant protest in the 

country. This in turn led to a renewed cycle of persecution and protests. 
4. When Punjab revolutionaries were deported in 1907, Balgangadhar Tilak  wrote 

with great sympathy about them in his Kesari. 

29 Write short note on The Vernacular Press Act -1878. (CBSE-2012-13, CCE- 2016) 
 
Ans: 

1. After the revolt of 1857, the attitude to freedom of the press changed.  As 
vernacular newspapers became assertively nationalist, the colonial government 
began debating measures of stringent control.  

2. In 1878, the Vernacular Press Act was passed, modeled on the Irish Press Laws. It 
provided the government with extensive rights to censor reports and editorials in 
the vernacular press. 

3. When a report was judged as seditious, the newspaper was warned, and if the 
warning was ignored, the press was liable to be seized and the printing machinery 
confiscated. 

3 

30  (Class X- Board Examination 2018)  
1. Why did the Roman Catholic Church impose control over publishers and 

booksellers? (1 Mark) 
2. “The ‘Print Revolution’ had transformed the lives of people changing their 

relationship to information and knowledge.” Analyse the statement. (3x1=3) 
(CBSE Compartment Examination 2018)  

1. Why could not manuscripts satisfy the increasing demand of books in Europe 
during fourteenth country? (1 Mark) 

2. “Print created the possibility of wide circulation of ideas and introduced a new 
world ofdebate and discussion.” Analyse the statement in the context of religion 
in Europe. (3 Marks) 

1/3 
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